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Question 1
Macbeth

The extract is taken from Act 4 scene 1, lines 50 to 80 and focuses on Macbeth's 
meeting with the witches and their apparitions. Part (a) requires candidates to discuss 
the relationship between Macbeth, the witches and their apparitions. Part (b) requires 
candidates to explore the theme of control elsewhere in the play.

Part (a)

Most candidates used the theme of power/control as the main approach into the question. 
More able responses examined language to discuss who was actually controlling who, whilst 
some less able responses saw either one party or the other as being in control with little 
analysis. There were many examples of effective use of a PEE format to develop responses. 
Some more able responses examined Macbeth's opening speech in the play, but most 
did not take the opportunity to examine the imagery of this rich passage, focusing on the 
exchanges between characters. Many did not differentiate between the witches and the 
apparitions and attributed quotes incorrectly. More subject terminology could have been 
used at all levels.

Part (b)

Most responses examined Lady Macbeth's control of Macbeth, providing and 
discussing good supporting quotes. Some responses looked at how the physically dominant 
Macbeth was controlled by Lady Macbeth's use of language and the way she undermines his 
masculinity.

A good range of other areas of control were also discussed, e.g. the Witches controlling 
Macbeth, and Lady Macbeth and Macbeth losing control as the play progresses. The main 
area of consideration when discussing context, was that of Lady Macbeth reversing gender 
roles of the time. Also, secure comment was seen on the political situation of Shakespeare's 
time.

The following response is an example of a Level 2. 

Part (a) 8 marks

Part (b) 8 marks
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Part (a). The candidate has made some comment on the extract and 
how Macbeth appears to ‘be in control and commanding the witches’. 
The response does briefly mention the use of language: ‘commanding 
questions’ and there is some exemplification from the extract to 
develop how Macbeth is ‘in control’. The majority of the response 
focuses on Macbeth. 

Part (b). There is some evidence of a critical style by the candidate to 
consider the way Lady Macbeth controls her husband by ‘pressuring 
him into doing the murder’. There is an attempt to support points 
with textual evidence. A valid comment made to the contextual role of 
women helps secure the mark at the top of a Level 2.

Examiner Comments

In part (a), to enable the mark to move 
to a Level 3 the response requires a 
little more focus on the witches and 
their apparitions. 
In part (b) more depth of 
discussion and a sound interpretation 
is required to move to a Level 3.

Examiner Tip
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The following response is an example of a Level 5. 

Part (a) and (b) were both awarded 18 marks.
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Part (a). The candidate has shown an assured understanding of 
language, form and structure and makes reference to a number of 
techniques used by Shakespeare to show the reactions of Macbeth 
and the witches. Accurate and precise subject terminology is used to 
explore the use of imperatives, short sentences and nouns. Although 
the analysis was mainly centred on the use of imperatives. 

Part (b). The candidate has chosen to discuss how Lady Macbeth uses 
control to ‘manipulate’ her husband and how she undermines his 
masculinity. There are a number of discerning textual references made, 
and close analysis shows a perceptive understanding concerning the 
impact this has on the presentation of theme. Excellent understanding 
of the context. 

Examiner Comments

In part (a), to move to a top Level 5, the 
response would have benefitted from 
more detail and elaboration in respect 
to other areas of the extract. The 
response is cohesive and meets the 
requirements for a mid-Level 5.

In part (b), as with part (a), the 
response is not fully secure for a top 
Level 5 mark. Some textual references 
need further elaboration, for example 
how does the quotation ‘my dearest 
partner’ show control?   

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
An Inspector Calls

The questions asks candidates to explore the theme of guilty consciences in the play.

Many candidates used the quote from Shelia in the question as a starting point of a well 
organised answer examining each character in turn. Most divided the characters into 
categories of young and old and if they held Socialist or Capitalist viewpoints. Some more 
able responses discussed these political context aspects in depth. A good knowledge of 
gender and class roles was also evident. Not many discussed the role of the Inspector in 
depth, most focused on the other main characters. Some more able responses discussed 
the effect the feelings of guilt have on the characters well and were strong on integrated 
comments on context. There were a good range of quotes and examples from the text 
provided. Contextually, there were a range of comments on the writer, his background 
and intended effect on the audience. Some more able responses made a clear distinction 
between the time of writing and the setting and discussed this well.

The following response is an example of a Level 4.

AO1 and 3 - 26 marks

AO4 - 7 marks
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The candidate makes a range of thoughtful points in 
what is a developed and personal response. A number 
of different characters are explored and consideration 
is made to whether the younger and older generations 
within the play have guilty consciences. The comments 
on Priestley’s intent and the understanding of context 
means that this fulfils the Level 4 criteria. Some 
points could perhaps be developed further but this is a 
sustained response with appropriate textual reference, 
including close and accurate quotations. 

Examiner Comments

Ensure all points are fully developed 
and where possible consider 
alternative interpretations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
An Inspector Calls

The question asks candidates to explore the character of Gerald.  

The most common approaches discussed Gerald’s class, relationship with Eva/Daisy and 
how he sides with the older generation in his viewpoints.

A number of the more able responses discussed how he does not change his views and how 
he is of the younger generation but sides with the Birling older generation or how he has 
elements of both generations and political views. The more able candidates explored how 
the revelations and his behaviour set Shelia 'free' to change and develop.

There were a lot of strong contextual comments on class, gender roles with some more 
able responses distinguishing between the time of writing and setting when discussing the 
author's intentions. Less able responses showed unclear knowledge of the character and 
confused him with Eric, attributing some of Eric's actions and dialogue to him.

The following response is an example of a Level 3.

AO1 and 3 - 18 marks

AO4 - 5 marks
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Although the response is a little narrative at times 
there is some evidence of a critical style and the 
candidate does show a general understanding of 
the character of Gerald and how he represents ‘a 
man from the upper middle class’. Consideration 
is made to how he ‘has something that connects 
him to Eva’ and the way he keeps her as his 
mistress. The final paragraph explores how 
Gerald is presented as a hypocrite and how he 
‘does not take responsibility’ for the death of Eva/
Daisy. There are a couple of references taken 
from the text and some brief mention is made to 
context and the ‘massive class difference’ but this 
needs developing further. 

Examiner Comments

The response needs to incorporate a 
couple more examples from the play 
text to support the points made and 
to consider other social, historical and 
cultural contexts that are presented by 
Priestley.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
From the examples provided, it is evident that a full range of marks has been awarded and 
many candidates have gained marks in the top bands.

Based on their performance on this paper, centres and candidates are offered the following 
advice:

Section A

Candidates should:

•	 remember to discuss language, form and structure for part (a) and use relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate

•	 discuss the extract only for part (a) and other area/s of the text when answering part (b) 
of the question

•	 remember that AO3 (social, cultural and historical context) is only assessed in part (b)

•	 keep textual references for part (a) succinct. One or two-word examples are often much 
more successful than longer quotations.

Section B:

Candidates should:

•	 integrate and illustrate the social, cultural and historical context and consider how they 
are presented through the examples within the text. Often AO3 is naturally illustrated 
through the actions, events, themes and characters

•	 consider the benefits of making a short plan before embarking on writing the essay, but 
should avoid spending too long on it

•	 allow themselves a few minutes to proof read their work to check for any errors 
particularly in relation to AO4.

General:

•	 Please remind candidates to identify correctly the question numbers that they are 
attempting.

•	 Candidates must be reminded to respond to the question in the right part of the answer 
booklet.

•	 Finally, thank you for your hard work and on behalf of Pearson I would like to 
congratulate all centres and candidates.
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